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Happy New Year  

Welcome back to the new term and to 2022 at Holly Park. I would like to thank you on behalf of myself and the staff 

for the very generous gifts we received at the end of term. May I wish you a happy and healthy 2022. You should have 

received a leaflet of key dates (via e-mail) for this term.  
 

 

COVID Update 

There are no significant changes for primary schools at present due to the pandemic. However, staff will continue to 

wear masks if they wish when speaking to parents or visitors. There will continue to be no parents in school and 

meetings with parents will continue to be predominantly via Zoom. It is most likely that the Infant Show will be 

recorded and shared with parents via the school website rather than having a live audience. 
 

Ventilation will continue to be very important and classroom windows and doors will need to be opened for air flow. 

Please ensure that children wear vests and have other tops/Tshirts underneath their school uniform as necessary.  
  

We would ask that parents do wear a face mask when on our school grounds - especially collecting at the end of the 

school day when parents are likely to be closer to each other.  
 

The most pressing concern for primary schools at this time is lack of staff. The Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi has 

recognised this and made it clear that schools will have to take any necessary steps. At the DFE suggestion, this will 

include two possible measures that parents should be aware of and be prepared for: 

1. Combining Classes. If there is a shortage of staff (this includes support staff and supply teachers) it may be 

necessary to split up a class and to send them to another class with work to do. They would stay in that other 

class all day. So for example – a Y3 class without a teacher may be sent to any other class in the school for the 

day. It would be 3 or 4 children to every other class in the school. 
2. Sending Classes Home To Do Remote Learning. If there is a shortage of staff it may be necessary to 

send a particular class home for the day or for the next few days as an immediate short term action. This may 

come at very short notice and without warning if a teacher is away and if there are no available supply teachers 

and combining classes is not an option. In this case, learning would be done via Google Classroom. 

Nadhim Zahawi has made it clear that if there are operational challenges caused by workforce shortages in this 

pandemic that merging classes and sending pupils home may be necessary this term to keep schools open.  He has 

made it clear that schools will need to use flexible delivery of education.  
 

We obviously hope that neither of these options will be necessary at Holly Park, however the government are 

predicting that there could be a high likelihood of staff shortages this term. Last term there was a huge shortage of 

supply teachers and it is predicted that this will be the same this term. We realise that neither option is optimum, 

however there could be very little choice. 
 

 

Update on Current Isolation Rules from January 2022 

Please see the attachment at the end of this newsletter although I believe guidance may change as early as 

next week!  
 

 

Requesting Work For Children Who Are Off School Due To COVID 

Guidance and policy for general absence is that schools should not give work to sick children. The vast majority of 

children who are off due to COVID are only off because they have tested positive. As a school we don’t want to be 

sending work home to children who are too unwell to do it. Therefore when you report your child’s absence from 

school to the school office – please tell us if your positive child is well or not and if you require work to do. Of course 

this may change either way during the period that they are off.  Please notify the school office that you do or do not 

want work to do at home. Teachers as per the policy will need a day to get the work together.  Every child is different 

– we have had children who have been off and have not had any symptoms and others who have been quite unwell. 

We need parents to guide us about how their child is. We will not send work home for children with COVID unless 

parents request it. Work will be shared via Google Classroom. We do not send work home fort any other kind of 

absence from school.  
 

 

Planning Your Summer Holiday?  

We are not required yet to publish our term dates for the next academic year. These will go out just after February 



half term. However, we thought that knowing the start of the academic year date would be very helpful for 

parents when thinking of planning a summer holiday.  
We follow the Barnet term dates (which can be found on their website) and have to include 5 Inset days within that. 

Looking at the Barnet term dates for 2022-23, we will return to school on Thursday 1st September with an Inset day, 

so children will return to school on Friday 2nd September 2022. This day will be an important day for the 

children to meet their new teacher and learn the new routines before the first full week back the following week.  

In line with our policy, all holiday related absence on Friday 2nd September will be unauthorised. Other absences on 

Friday 2nd September will require proof of absence. Please ensure that children have returned from holiday allowing 

any necessary time for isolation or quarantine and are in school on Friday 2nd September for the new term. 
 

 

Value of the Month for January 

The value for the start of 2022 is ‘hope.’ This value is more than just wishing for things to be different, it is about 

believing that things either in our own personal world or the wider world can be better and being prepared to do 

something. At this time of year individuals and families often make New Year resolutions. As a family you might talk 

about your hopes and dreams for the future and what you can do to make them happen. Albert Einstein said ‘Learn 

from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.’ In our assemblies we will be looking at what hope is, hopes related 

to our Rights, hopes for world peace and hope connected with the pandemic. In assembly on Monday, the staff shared 

their hopes for their classes this term. 
 

 

Snow & Icy Weather  

As always as we move into the New Year, there will inevitably be a higher risk of inclement weather, linked with the 

possibility of school closure or later opening. In the event of heavy snowfall, parents should check for closure notices 

on the school website, as well as looking out for emails and texts from the school. Any decision to close is not taken 

lightly. We make decisions that we think are for the best at the time and at the heart of everything is the health and 

safety of the children in getting to and from school, the safety of staff and ensuring there is adequate supervision. 

Decisions are made with senior staff, the chair of governors and other local Headteachers. Every school in Barnet is 

different due to location and also where staff travel from. For various legal reasons, we are not able to grit the 

pavements outside the school – our responsibility is for the school site only. However the council have provided a grit 

bin opposite the school which parents are very welcome to use to grit the paths and entrance to the school in icy 

weather. Please do make use of this. We will also send out a text if necessary to ask for a group of volunteer parents 

with shovels to help Mr Reid clear paths – this has been very helpful in the past. Please be assured that we always have 

the health and safety of the children uppermost on our mind. We continually risk assess, consider and evaluate what 

we do in snow and icy weather. Thank you for your support in advance with what inevitably is always a difficult and 

stressful time. 
 

 

The Infant Show 

The Infant show is only just over four weeks away. Plans for it have been underway for some time.  The decision to 

record it at this point was taken for the health and safety of staff and pupils across the school as far as we can see it in 

these uncertain times. Sometimes difficult decisions have to be made.  As a school we have to do what we feel is the 

best for all concerned - we have just under a thousand parents, over sixty staff and almost five hundred children to 

consider.  Young children need certainty and to know what is happening – they do not cope with change so well – 

therefore it was important to make a decision for them as soon as we could. Uncertainty can cause worry.  

Of course as a school we would want nothing more than to invite an audience of parents in to watch the show. 

Unfortunately, we cannot move the show to another time in the school year. The school year is very full and we plan 

out our events very carefully - in order to avoid clashes of hall space, other performances, national tests, trips and 

many other events. The calendar for the school year is very carefully thought through.  In addition, Y1 have their 

phonics check to consider and Y2 their National assessments coming up.  

In order to allocate parts now (as we need to get things started)  - we needed to gain parental permission for 

recording now as anyone who does not want their child recorded could not have a main part.  

Unfortunately with the Y3 Nativity just before the holiday, we had the reverse problem - where we were determined 

to go ahead in person but at the last minute due to cases within the school for both children and staff – we had to 

change to record the performance - this was obviously very disappointing for parents. We don't want to be in this 

position again. Younger children cope less well with disappointment.  

The COVID situation at present is not good locally or Nationally - and of course that may change in the next month.  

We always put the children first in everything we do. The show is for the children - and the main aim is that the show 

will still go ahead and the children will rehearse and wear costumes and perform. If parents are not allowed in to see it 

and it is recorded - the children will still have had the experience of doing a show and they will still perform to an 

audience - as the rest of the school will watch it.  Parents will still get to see the show in the comfort of their own 

home - and indeed can watch it at their leisure and can watch it several times over. In fact as it will be on the website - 

grandparents and wider relatives (even those abroad) can also watch it - where they would not be able to do so if it 

was only a live performance. The children will also be able to watch themselves perform! 

Doing the performance with a live school audience for siblings, staff and other children to watch and also having it 

recorded for parents and the wider family to watch will mean that the children involved will still very much enjoy it and 



will have the same experience. Of course - I completely understand that a recording is not the same as watching in 

person. As a parent myself I would much rather watch a live performance. However there are pros and cons to both 

live performances and to recorded performances. We need to be cautious however, if the situation changes 

considerably within the next four weeks for the better, we would of course look again and would consider making a 

change.  

  
 

Attendance 

At Holly Park we monitor attendance regularly. Our attendance is also monitored by school governors, the Local 

Authority and the DFE. Attendance for the Autumn Term over the last 3 years shows a very pleasing picture. 

Attendance last Autumn term was lower than in the last couple of years however previous Autumn terms were far less 

affected by COVID. Even though last term was affected by the COVID situation, it would seem that Holly Park 

attendance for Autumn 2021 was still good and was higher than schools nationally:  

Autumn 2017: 95%                         Autumn 2018: 96%  

Autumn 2019: 97%                         Autumn 2020: 97%               Autumn 2021: 95% 

 

End Of Spring Term 

For clarity – as the term dates sent to parents had an error in it – the last day of the Spring Term is Friday 1st April 

as published in the term dates earlier in the year.   
 

 

Dates 

Wednesday 12th January      Y6 Science Museum 

Thursday 13th January          Y2 History Off The page workshops 

Monday 17th January       Y6 Sex and relationships meeting at 9.30am 

Thursday 20th January         Y6 Assessment Meeting for parents at 9.30am  

Thursday 20th January         Y2 Assessment Meeting for parents at 9.30am 

Friday 21st January               Y6 workshops social media & friend v friendly  

Monday 7th February           KS1 performance this week 

Tuesday 8th February            Safer Internet Day 

Friday 11th February             Local Charity Event – Food Bank Aid 

Friday 11th February             End of Half term at 3.30pm 
 

 
  
             

                                                                           
 

 
 
 

                                                                                               
 

 
 

       



   
 

 
DFE COVID Guidance January 2022 

Who? If person have symptoms or a 
positive PCR result 

If someone in the household (or 
a close contact) has Covid 

Children aged under 5 Confirm with a PCR if possible. If no test is 
possible due to age, they should isolate for 10 
days unless LFT’s taken on day 6 and day 7 
(24 hours apart) are both negative.  Then 
they can return on day 7. 

Don’t need to isolate. 
Don’t need to do daily LFT’s unless parent 
would like them to. 

Children aged 5 and over Confirm with a PCR.  
Isolate for 10 days unless LFT’s taken on day 
6 and day 7 (24 hours apart) are both 
negative.  Then they can return on day 7. 

Don’t need to isolate. 
Strongly advised to LFT daily for 7 days. 
Get a PCR if they develop symptoms or have 
a positive LFT. 

Adults who are fully vaccinated 
(2 doses) 

Confirm with a PCR.  
Isolate for 10 days unless LFT’s taken on day 
6 and day 7 (24 hours apart) are both 
negative.  Then they can return on day 7 but 
continue to do LFT for the remaining days (so 
LFT on days 8,9 and 10). 

Don’t need to isolate. 
Strongly advised to LFT daily for 7 days. 
Get a PCR if they develop symptoms or have 
a positive LFT. 

Adults who are not fully 
vaccinated (2 doses) 

Confirm with a PCR.  
Isolate for 10 days unless LFT’s taken on day 
6 and day 7 (24 hours apart) are both 
negative.  Then they can return on day 7 but 
continue to do LFT for the remaining days (so 
LFT on days 8,9 and 10).. 

Isolate for 10 days unless LFT’s taken on day 
6 and day 7 (24 hours apart) are both 
negative. Then they can return on day 7 but 
continue to do LFT for the remaining days (so 
LFT on days 8,9 and 10). 



 


