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Dear parents 

I hope that you are all keeping well and are managing to adapt to your new daily routines in these very unusual times. 

Our Holly Park Hub is still going strong. We have a dedicated team of staff who are coming into school to our Hub 

on a daily rota to care for our children of Key workers. Teachers who are working from home are working hard to 

prepare meaningful home learning opportunities for the children, in line with our curriculum, and they have also 

written your children’s school reports.  They are really pleased to see so many children in Years 2-6 now uploading 

their learning onto Google Classroom and are able to send comments back to the children. Our office staff are 

working from home to keep finances etc going. Our Teaching Assistants and Nursery Nurses are doing a range of 

online courses such as asthma training, first aid, trauma training, and bereavement training.  It is important to 

recognise that the staff team at Holly Park are also facing their own personal challenges at this time, and are dealing 

with a range of COVID-19 related issues as you are, including managing their own physical and emotional health, 

coping with bereavement and illness, organising shopping and medications, caring for elderly parents, as well as trying 

to juggle working from home with home schooling of their own children.  

This week, I came across the NHS’ COVID 19 principles for Remote Working and the sentiment that “we are not 

working from home, we are at home, during a crisis, trying to work” resonated with me. It is this sentiment that 

underpins the supportive approach we are currently taking with our pupils whilst providing a remote education. We 

urge all pupils and parents to remember that the situation we find ourselves in is not normal and prioritising physical, 

mental and emotional health is of the utmost importance at this time. As we mark the anniversary of Victory in 

Europe over this long weekend, we look back on recent weeks of battling in the face of testing times and forward to 

our own liberation, albeit gradually and with further challenges, no doubt, to be faced. 
 

Pictures For The Newsletter Next Week  

Next week, please could you send me via email: 

1. Drawings of modern day super heroes – please do discuss this with your children, encourage them to draw 

some and send them to me. Look at the latest Banksy picture. This period will be historic! 

2. Ahead of International Day and in line with our Rights – the right to an identity (See Miss Michael’s assembly 

yesterday) – draw their own unique hand. This is a great activity to do with your children and talk to them 

about. See diagram below. Please send me pictures of their hands. 

These are both really worthwhile PHSE activities. 

3. On Friday next week (15th May) please send me International Day photographs.  Photographs of the tasks 

that the children will be asked to do on 15th May but also photographs of children in National dress and 

pictures of International cookery dishes. 

  

          
 



 

Home Learning  

As I have mentioned in my previous newsletters to you all, we fully appreciate the additional strain that remote 

learning can have, especially during this time. We know that many of you are also working from home, you 

might have more than one child or you might have limited access to technology. We do take this into 

consideration when planning. We have tried to develop what we believe is a good and workable home learning 

offer; we recognise that we don't have all the answers. However, we have done our utmost to ensure that all 

learning set is accessible, manageable, fun, and creative and that you as parents understand it. It has been lovely 

to receive so much positive feedback on the home learning opportunities for the children.  Only a couple of 

parents across the whole school have asked about the possibility of the school having interactive lessons, for 

example using Zoom. Along with the majority of other primary schools and especially those in our local area, 

we have made the decision not to offer 'face-to-face' online teaching, including video calling and using visual 

virtual classrooms. This decision has been made for several reasons, most importantly the following:  Video 

streaming requires all students in every household to be online, separately but simultaneously, for long periods 

during the normal school day.  Not all of our families have the hardware, and/or a sufficiently reliable internet 

connection to enable this to happen, nor do they have enough hardware for all their children to be online 

simultaneously. The above technology requirements also apply to our staff team.  Also, even if sufficient 

numbers of staff are well at any one time many staff are also in a position whereby they are managing their 

teaching load alongside their own family commitments during normal working hours. There are also numerous 

issues relating to safeguarding and online learning. To give just one example, official guidelines recommend that 

ideally any streamed lessons should be delivered in teams of at least two staff.  It is difficult to consider how this 

would be feasible for us, even at a limited level, in any circumstances. Safeguarding for our children remains our 

highest priority and there are now growing reports of Zoom being hacked. Other platforms such as WhatsApp 

live calls are just not acceptable for a school situation.  We are happy that using the Google Classroom for 

Years 2 to 6 provides a safe place for teachers and children to be in contact about the learning.  It is also not 

realistic to recreate a classroom experience for 30 children via video streaming.  There is little scope for 

engagement, monitoring or meaningful interaction, all of which severely curtails the learning experience for 

children involved.  
 

Phone Calls home 

We do appreciate that regular contact between our staff and you at home is important and this is why teachers 

are making phone calls home to you.  The phone calls allow teachers to have a personalised discussion with 

parents and children. Teachers have been able to answer any questions you may have, and can provide guidance 

and offer support for each child's individual learning. Teachers have reported having really lovely phone 

conversations with children who have been keen to talk about their learning at home. However, teachers are 

often coming in to school to make these calls. They have 30 families to call. They will try a couple of times. If 

they get no response they will leave a message (if they can) to let you know they called. 
 

 

Additional Resources 

The Educational Endowment Foundation have produced a number of very useful guides, which I hope you will 
find both useful and supportive when tackling and planning remote learning with your children.  

EEF support & resources for parents 

For those of you with children in the Early Years and in Years 1 and 2, the DfE have produced some you tube 

videos for teachers and parents on the teaching of phonics, Letters and Sounds. These can be accessed by 

clicking the link below.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/videos 

The BBC Bitesize website has a wealth of lessons and activities which are added to each day which the children 

may like.  These can be accessed by the following link:   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

Also please see the latest guidance from the DfE on what parents and carers need to know about schools and 

education during the coronavirus outbreak.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 

 

 

School Reports 

You should have received the annual report for all of your Holly Park children this week via email. 

 

 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/support-resources-to-share-with-parents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers


British Values Day Thursday  7th May – VE Day 

VE Day was a very special day in British history. It brought with it, huge joy and celebration but also a chance for 

reflection. This year marks the 75th Anniversary – a time for us to look back and think about an important time 

in history. Every year group had activities to do connected with marking the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

                       
 

           
 

            
 

               

                   
    

                       
 



             

                      
 

            
 

           
   

             

                
 

                   
 

                  
 



                  

            
 

This is a picture of a very good family friend of mine taken on VE Day 1945. He was aged 8 years old. The 

picture was taken in Leicester Square and he is at the VE Day celebrations – up a traffic light! The atmosphere 

must have been amazing. 

 
Year 6 who have been learning about WW2 were asked to write a diary entry of someone at the VE Day 

celebrations: 

‘I'm so happy father's back and this wretched war is over - it was about time. We were very low on our rationed foods 

and loads of air raids have destroyed many homes .The Jones family house was destroyed in the last raid so they came to 

live with us. The family are downstairs celebrating. Winston Churchill formally announced VE Day a few hours ago. 

Many lives, many homes have been taken but finally the suffering is over. I feel immense sorrow for all those who have 

lost and hope our country will recover from this.’ Elina  
 

‘We hadn’t had a party like this since all the Hitler talk. I felt relieved that we didn’t have to look up at the sky 

every few moments freaking out when the next siren went off. This party seemed to have an effect on everybody 

that was there. Nobody was shouting to get to the shelter. Nobody seemed bothered about hearing planes in the 

distance. This was peace. Nobody on earth would change this feeling that people had. In the distance I heard 

people setting off fireworks which I hadn't heard for a long time. I was happy and at this moment I didn't want to 

change the world.’ Oliver 
 

‘I am writing to you because this might be the end of World War II.  It has been 6 years since the war started and it has 

been the most  ghastly years of my life. Bombs flying above our heads when we least expect, but I am writing this in this 

diary to proudly announce that it is over and pray to god that it is NEVER going to occur a third time……Tomorrow on 

Victory in Europe Day I will stand proud and wave my union flag with pride. I am inexhaustibly and endlessly thankful to 

Sir Winston Churchill for announcing this merry celebration where we can remember that there's no need to agonize; It's 

all over…’ Monica   
 

Google Classrooms 

I hope that children in Years 2,3,4,5 and 6 are enjoying the Google classrooms. Please do make sure that they 

send their work back on there for your teachers to see. For years 2-5, it is great that they can all see each 

other’s work. Teachers have commented that seeing the work of other children has inspired many of the 

children to do a great job with their own work. Parents and governors I have spoken to also like the fact that 

everyone can chat together and see the work of others as this has inspired some of the children to do their 

work and to do their best too. In school, children all look at each other’s work and share ideas and teachers 

show good examples to all the children. Google Classroom is just the same. Each week the teachers will choose 

Headteacher Awards from the work they see on Google classroom. I will pop my head into the classrooms 

from time to time and make some comments. 
 

 

 



Keeping Entertained During Lockdown – Other Than Screens 

Thank you for  all of the photographs you have been sending me of the children relaxing and having fun during 

lockdown – playing board games, doing crafts, cooking, playing cards, making dens, baking, skipping, 

trampolining,  role play etc. As well as doing your schoolwork, it is important to do other things. It is important 

to do things that are not always on screens. While video games etc are fun – it is important to engage with 

other people in real time and to enjoy the outside too.  

           
 

             
 

              
 

                
 

               
 

                
 

 

 



          
 

           
 

            
 

                             
 

                                           
 

                                                                                     
 

International Day Friday 15th May 

On Friday 15th May we had planned to have an International Day in school as we do each year. As we are a very 

richly diverse school community we would still like to do this day. It is important for children to think about 
their family backgrounds, consider the countries they identify wit and find out about other cultures and 

countries in the world to see their similarities and differences. So this coming Friday, teachers will set the usual 

maths and English work but there will be some International activities for everyone to do.  The children will 

have the opportunity to do some research about another country and will also be able to celebrate their own 

cultural heritages. Activities will be on the website on the classroom pages. We would love you to email 

photographs to us for the newsletter. 



 

Summer Term House Challenge Friday 22nd May 

On Friday 22nd may we would have had a whole school House Challenge. So – on this day we are going to ask 

you to do the house challenge and send it in. The house challenge is going to be a photo competition. You will 

need to take a photo and email it to me with the child’s name and house. There will be a point for every photo 

sent in – and winning photos will be chosen. The theme for the competition is – Hope and Positivity. You 

need to send in any picture which you feel sows this. So do get thinking! 
 

The Hub 

We are still open every day for the children of Key Workers. Staff are coming in every day on a rota. The 

children are doing the same learning as everyone else and are doing sport, art, games and using the allotment. 

Last week they made a large art work across the hall doors in tribute to the NHS staff. This week they made 

red, white and blue bunting for VE Day. 

                                                                   
 

Message From The Chair Of The Big Holly Park Appeal Committee 

Dear Holly Park parents 

As most of you will be aware, we had some fantastic news just before we came back from the Easter break 

when the crowdfunding deadline passed for the Big Appeal for a playground extension at Holly Park Primary 

School, and we found that thanks to the generosity of our parents and friends we had sailed past the initial 

£5,000 target, eventually ending up at a total of £6,473. With Gift Aid to be added to this figure, we anticipate 

that this stage of our wider fundraising plan will have yielded over £8,500. Combined with the incredible support 

of local estate agent Austin Chambers and contributions from the Parent Teacher Association, this takes us 

over three-quarters of the way towards our overall target of £40,000.  We are very hopeful that further 

fundraising efforts over the coming months will close this remaining gap and allow us to deliver this ambitious 

project. 

I am very grateful to the work of the Fundraising Committee which includes members of the PTA, the 

Governing Body and school staff. We were anxious, it's fair to say, about whether to run the appeal at precisely 

the time when schools were closed, but we are so thrilled by the outcome. The comments that some of you left 

on the website left us in no doubt that your generosity was based on a shared spirit of 'community', and the 

Holly Park community has come together in these momentous moments in ways we could hardly have 

imagined, all inspired by the single aim of delivering the best possible continuity of care for both this current 

generation of Holly Parkers and the ones to come. 

As you can imagine, we cannot be certain about what the timetable for the works will now be, but the 

Committee remains optimistic that the works could take place over the summer. I will keep you posted about 

this.   
But, for now, simply: 'thank you!' 

John Harte 
 

What To Do If Your Child Finishes The Work Set For The Day 

If your child finishes their  English, Maths and Foundation subject work for the day there are other activities they 

can do: 

 Read for 30 minutes 

 Practice their half term spellings for 10 minutes 

 Make sure they have watched the music lesson of the week 

 Y2-6 can practice multiplication tables for 15 mins every day 

 Make sure they have watched the Spanish lesson of the week – even watch it again 

 Make sure they have watched the 3 assemblies of the week – Mon, Weds, Fri 

 There are activities to do after the Friday assembly – have they done those? 

 There are activities to do after the Monday assembly – have they done those? 

 Listen to a story on story corner (all year groups have stories at school every day) 



 Read the weekly – First News which is on the right hand side of the school website home page 

 Reception and Y1 can do the daily DFE phonics lesson 

 Reception can replay the phonics videos on our website 

 Go onto BBC Bitesize and do some of the year group activities 

 Log onto Oak National Academy – a website set up by the government – go onto the right year group 

and watch some recorded lessons – there are lessons on there every day for lots of subjects 

 Do Joe Wicks PE lesson or some other form of exercise daily for about 30 mins 
 

Remember too that at school your child has playtimes and an hour for lunch. 
 

As well as all of these things – your child can do extra creative activities, cook, play board games, help with 

chores in the house such as setting the table, empty the bins, pair the socks, hang out washing, hoover etc They 

can play role play games, make phone calls to grandparents, face time friends, weed or plant seeds in the garden. 

 

Reminders Of What Is On The School Website 

Greetings 

There will be greeting videos from me and Miss Michael to the children twice a week on the home page. We 

will update these when we go into school each week – do keep checking them. There are three there already – 

do have a look. 
 

Assemblies  

On our website there will be weekly assemblies – three a week. These are suitable for Y1 to Y6. The Monday 
and Friday may be a little challenging for Y1 – but they can have a go at watching them. They will be short. 

These will be done on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. They will be on the Assembly page of the website. The 

one for today is already there – get your children to watch it.  
 

Spanish 

There will be a weekly Spanish video on the Spanish page of the website – Mrs Echanove will be doing books, 

songs etc. These will be generic and suitable for Y1-Y6 to practice their Spanish and keep it going. The aim is to 

be fun and give them confidence. Children nationally do not have to learn a language until Year 3 but at HPS we 

start in Reception.  There are two on there from this week.  New ones go up on a Monday. 
 

Music 

Each classroom for Reception to Y6 will have a weekly music lesson uploaded by Mr Hogan on a Thursday. The 

lesson will relate to the music national curriculum and the objectives they would have covered this term. Please 

check that once a week. There has been a lesson on every classroom this week. 
 

Story Corner 

This area of the website will have stories for all year groups. Short stories for Nursery to Y1 and chapter 

stories to follow each day for Years 2-6. Stories are very important and are a huge part of education. They 

encourage creativity, language development, wellbeing, story structure, develop ideas on character, plot and 

setting. Encourage your children to listen in every day. They are also good for wellbeing, relaxation and 

pleasure. There are lots on there already. 
 

Nursery and Reception 

There will be a weekly section of activities you can do across the week on your classroom pages. There will be 

links to teacher videos for the children to watch e.g  – Miss Wood at the duck ponds, Miss Yiannaki doing 

phonics, Mrs Walton reading the text for the week, Miss Georgiou doing handwriting etc Look out for these . 
 

Years 1 – 5 

The weekly work will be set on the website each day – English, maths and a foundation subject. Either 

separately or as a link in the document there will be some short videos of teachers explaining or demonstrating 

as necessary. For Years 3-5 there will also be spelling lessons set once each week from Mrs Tsenti and Mrs 

Thomas. Of course the children should still be reading every day and learning their multiplication tables. 
 

Year 6 

The explanation of the work will be on the school website. The main body of what the work actually is will be 

on Google Classroom. There will also be short videos from the teachers as necessary either on the website or 

on Google Classroom. The Thursday spelling activity will always be set by me on the classroom page of the 

website NOT Google Classroom.  Again we would want the children to be reading for 30 minutes a day.   
 


