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February Half Term Reading Challenge 

We would like to encourage the children to take part in an 'Extreme Reading Challenge Competition' over the half term 

holiday. To take part, all they have to do is be photographed reading in an unusual place! Holidays can provide an 

interesting background (for example reading in front of a famous landmark) but you can be just as creative at home. 

Anything from reading while sitting on an aeroplane to reading while bouncing on a trampoline!  The children don't have 

to be reading a fiction book, it could be a recipe book, newspaper, magazine, instruction manual etc. The children should 

bring their photo in after the holiday and the winning entries will be displayed around the school.  

Here are some of the staff doing the challenge a few years ago: 

               
 

             
 

English Pocket Opera Company 

                            
Last week KS2 children had a treat. We were visited by the English Pocket Opera Company who gave a workshop that 

was very engaging and interactive for both children and staff.  The workshop was called ‘The History of Music’   The session 

lasted an hour and was performed by two singers and a pianist. The session included famous excerpts from about 25 

different operas. 
 

The Infant Show – Charlie Cook’s Favourite Book 

                  
We are really looking forward to the Infant Show next week. The whole show is based on a lovely children’s book by the 

author Julia Donaldson. All of the children are performing singing, dancing or speaking. A reminder that parents need to 

remember to bring their tickets to the performances and that under twelve year olds cannot come to the evening 

performances. Please arrange alternative child care as we do not have crèche facilities or anyone to supervise children not 

performing. Please can I ask parents to make sure that children DO come back for the evening performances as the show 

is a team effort and by not being there they will be letting the team down.  Also, the children have been practicing hard 

and it is a shame for any child to miss out as they are really excited about the show. We are all looking forward to it.         

 



Diary Dates 
Monday 10th February        Infant Show Dress Rehearsal 

Monday 10th February         Y5&6 Bikeability Week begins 

Tuesday 11th February        Infant show 6.30pm 

Wednesday 12th February   Infant Show 2.30pm 

Thursday 13th February       Infant Show 6.30 pm 

Friday 14th February            Local Charity – London Air 

Ambulance 

Friday 14th February           PTA Valentine Table top sale 

Friday 14th February        End of Half term at 3.30pm 
 

Staff Reading 

We are making a reading trail for use during the week of 

‘World Book Day’ We have photographed the staff reading 

some of their favourite reading materials. Hopefully this will 

be a great stimulus to get children talking about reading and 

recognising that adults read too. There are pictures 

appearing all around the school which is causing lots of 

excitement. Talk at home to your children about what you 

enjoyed reading as a child and what you enjoy reading now. 
 

                  
 

            
 

Local Charity – London Air Ambulance 

This year our local charity is London Air Ambulance. We 

will be supporting this charity on Friday 14th February. The 

London Air Ambulance serves the 10 million people who 

live, work and holiday within the M25. Using a helicopter 

by day and rapid response cars by night, a senior doctor 

and paramedic team can be at a patient’s side within 

minutes, providing life-saving medical interventions, such as 

open chest surgery, blood transfusion, anaesthesia and 

surgery to control internal bleeding at the roadside. Their 

missions commonly involve serious road traffic collisions, 

falls from height, industrial accidents, stabbings and 

shootings. London’s Air Ambulance is internationally 

renowned for clinical excellence and pioneering 

procedures. Founded in 1989, they treat on average five 

seriously injured patients every 24 hours. The charity relies 

heavily on donations from individuals and corporations. We 

are asking children to donate £1 at the school gate. 

    

Attendance and Punctuality Winners for the Week 

Winners of 

Punctuality parrot 

 

Y4 Mulberry 

Class 

 

Winners of 

Attendance 

Alligator 
 

Y1 Pine Class 

Y1 Chestnut 

Class 

Y2 Poplar Class 

Y6 beech Class 
 

Housepoints  

Griffin 283 points 

Dragon 247 points 

Phoenix 223 points 

Unicorn 212 points 

Hydra 157 points 

Well Done  Griffin 
 

Music News 

The Holly Park School Instrumental Tuition Concert will 

be held on Tuesday 3rd March at 6:30 pm. Barnabas Choir 

(Wednesdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm.) A letter with box office details has 

gone out to Year 6 Barnabas Choir for the Royal Albert Hall 

Barnet Education Arts Trust ‘BEAT the World 2020’ concert on 

April 30th. Also, Year 5&6 Barnabas Choir (CHAMBER CHOIR) 

will be performing at the Barnet Schools’ Music Festival in June.  

CHAMBER CHOIR, remaining sessions: 26th February. 18th March. 

YEAR 3&4 BARNABAS CHOIR: 11th March. 

Infant Choir (Tuesday lunchtimes.) Remaining sessions:  

YEAR 2 INFANT CHOIR, 10th March. 

YEAR 1 INFANT CHOIR: 25th February. 17th March.  

Holly Park Music Blog Many of the songs (lyrics and mp3 files)  
 

Our News Discussion Point Of The Week 

Who Should Decide What Is Best For Our Health? 

 
A virus named the coronavirus has started to spread from China. 

It's called a coronavirus because, under the microscope, it looks 

like lots of little crowns. It is thought the outbreak started in 

Wuhan, China. The virus can affect people's breathing and lungs. 

Like a cold, it can be spread by coughing and sneezing. 

Governments around the world are starting to take action to 

contain it. In the UK, the risk is considered low and people who 

fly into airports here, from affected areas, are being checked out. 

There is a DFE Public Information Leaflet attached 

This Week’s Related Vocabulary  
Outbreak – when something suddenly occurs that is unwelcome 

such as disease or war.  

Quarantine – when people or animals are kept separately/in 

isolation usually because they have a disease. 

Respiratory – relating to breathing.  

Virus – a kind of germ that can cause disease  

                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                  
 



 

February Half Term Challenge 2020 

 

Reading Challenge. 
 

We would like to encourage the children to take part in an 'Extreme Reading 

Challenge Competition' over the half term holiday.  

 

To take part, all they have to do is be photographed reading in an unusual place!  

 

Holidays can provide an interesting background (for example reading in front of a 

famous landmark) but you can be just as creative at home. Anything from reading 

while sitting on an aeroplane to reading while bouncing on a trampoline!  

 

The children don't have to be reading a fiction book, it could be a recipe book, 

newspaper, magazine, instruction manual etc.  

 

We did this 7 years ago and had some wonderful photographs. 

I remember photographs of Mrs Hassan reading under water while snorkelling 

 

Some Readers in action!  

               
 

            
 

The children should bring their photo in after the holiday and the winning entries will 

be displayed around the school.  

 

Obviously, safety comes first and the children must get permission from an adult 

before they attempt any reading pose.  

 

We look forward to seeing the results!  
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January 2020 

Dear parents 

World Book Day 2020 
 

World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March. At Holly Park we believe that it is very important to 

celebrate this event. We always ask the children to dress up with a book related theme. Over the 

years we have covered a wide variety of themes. 
 

 

This year our theme is - Make/ decorate a hat representing your favourite book 
 

 

So – this year we want each child to choose a book they like and choose a hat. Then decorate the hat 

with objects, words or pictures that represent the book. 

We hope that you will be as creative as you can and will enjoy working with your child on this 

project. It will be a good chance to talk about the book while you are doing it. 

 

We wanted to give you as much time as possible to think about which book and what you might do.  

 

Here are some ideas: 

              
   Captain               The Hungry caterpillar       Charlie and the            various books 

 Underpants                                                  Chocolate Factory  

                      
 Hamilton’s Hats        Leon and the                 The Gruffalo                  Winnie The Witch 

                                Place Between 
 

The possibilities are endless. Have a good think over half term and be as creative as you can. Have 

fun! 
 

On World Book Day we will enjoy looking at all of the hats. We will select some of our favourites to 

make a display for the rest of the term. 

 

 
Ann Pelham 

Headteacher 
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