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February Half Term Reading Challenge 

Thank you for all of the amazing photos taken over the holiday. We are making two displays in school to share them with 

the children. Here are some staff. There will also be lots on the school website next week and a page of pics in next 

week’s newsletter. 

              
    At a Bounce      Olympic            Glass              On the Climate        A rugby match           Bouncing On 

        Class                  Park              Blowing                  March           Aviva Stadium Dublin    A Trampoline 
 

Youth Strike For Climate Change  

Climate change is an issue many people are passionate about and freedom of assembly and expression or protest are 

rights protected by law. Mr French, Miss Roe and Fiona Quinton took a small group of our Y5 and Y6 children to the 

climate change march in London on Friday 14th February. The children absolutely loved it. Before they went, they made 

banners to express their views. They joined in with the chanting and stopped at several well-known London landmarks 

including Downing Street. After half term they shared their experience with the rest of the school in assembly. 

          
 

Holly Park House Challenge -  Pupil Voice 

Following on from the Climate change march, we asked the children to think about issues that they feel strongly about. 

The house challenge was to decide as a group on an issue that they feel strongly about and to prepare a short 

presentation about it to the rest of the class. The children worked in their House groups, y1 and 2 together, Y3&4 and 

then Y5&6. The presentations included placards, banners, posters, and speeches. 

                 
 

               
The Holly Park Book Swap – Next Week 4th March 

A chance to add to your book collection – Next week on Wednesday 4th March we encourage every pupil to bring in a 

couple of books from home that they have either outgrown or no longer want on their bookshelf. Books need to be in 

good condition. Books need to be taken to the main hall in the morning. Each class will then visit the hall and take home a 

new book to add to their collection. Please support us with this event. In the last few years the children have loved it. 
Perhaps over half term you could start to look through your book collections at home and think about what you would 

like to bring in. Please keep books at home until the day of the swap as we have nowhere to store them at school.        



Diary Dates 
Tuesday 3rd March Instrumental Concert 6.30pm 

Tuesday 3rd March        PTA second hand uniform sale 

Wednesday 4th March  The Holly Park Book Swap 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Friday 6th March Y4 Pyjama Party 

Monday 9th March         Holly Park Science Week 

Monday 9th March         First Aid for children sessions begin 

Tuesday 10th March       Poplar Class assembly 9am 

Tuesday 10th March  Barnet dance festival (Y6) 

Thursday 12th March      Y4 trip to The Tate Gallery 

Thursday 12th March      RAH music practice 

Friday 13th March           Holly park Maths Day 

Friday 13th March           Y3 cake sale 
 

Rights Respecting Parent Coffee Morning 

Miss Michael held a coffee morning about the Rights of the 

Child and how we have been working on this at school and 

what it looks like in practice. Thank you to the parents 

who attended. 
 

Right’s Respecting Schools 

This week's right is: Article 19 Governments must protect 

children from violence, abuse and being neglected by 

anyone who looks after them. 

Last week's quiz question was: The rights that each child has 

are decided by the government where they live. Is that 

right?  The answer is NO. The rights apply to all children no 

matter where they live. The only country that has not ratified the 

Convention is the USA. 

This week's quiz question is: Do all children in the world have 

a right to health, education and protection? 
 

School Lunches 

We have had our school caterers for almost a year now. I 

wanted to let parents know that the school lunch remains 

of a very good quality and continues to be very successful. 

We had a visit last half term by senior staff from eight 

different primary schools across London who wanted to 

observe our lunchtime and Caterlink food.  Their feedback 

was glowing. They felt the kitchen staff were warm and 

friendly with the children – there was a good rapport. They 

thought the food looked good and portions were plentiful. 

They ate the food and were extremely impressed with it. 

They were also impressed with the politeness and 

friendliness of the Holly Park children. Numbers eating 

school lunch remain high and there are many staff who 

have lunch on a daily basis – including me! 

 

    

Attendance and Punctuality Winners for the Week 

 

Winners of 

Punctuality parrot  

Y1 Pine 

Y2 Elm 

Y2 Poplar 

Y4 Mulberry 

Y4 Sycamore 

Y5 Juniper 

Y6 Beech 

Winners of 

Attendance 

Alligator  

 

Y2 Poplar 

 

Housepoints  

Dragon 218 points 

Griffin 179 points 

Unicorn 170 points 

Hydra 167 points 

Phoenix 167 points 

Well Done  Dragon 
 

Music News 

The Holly Park School Instrumental Tuition Concert 
will be held next Tuesday at 6:30 pm. We expect the concert 

to be under two hours in length. String Ensemble will be 

holding a closed rehearsal session in the Main Hall from 
6:00-6:20 p.m. Tutors will meet their pupils at 6:00 pm in 

the following locations: ‘celli that are not in String Ensemble 
will meet in ROWAN classroom; all WIND instruments 

(including Wind Band) in PINE classroom; violinists that are 

not in String Ensemble will meet in CHESTNUT classroom. 
The Main Hall will be the meeting place for String Ensemble, 

Rock Band, guitarists and drum kit players.  
CHAMBER CHOIR: 18th March. YEAR 3&4 BARNABAS 

CHOIR: 11th March. Infant Choir (Tuesday lunchtimes)  
YEAR 2 INFANT CHOIR 10th March. YEAR 1 INFANT CHOIR 

17th March.  
 

Our News Discussion Point Of The Week 

Will emojis ever be as important as words? 

The new batch of emojis to be released in 2020 has been 

revealed. They include a range of different facial expressions. 

 
 

This Week’s Related Vocabulary  
Communication – exchanging information, ideas or feelings. 

Expression – making your thoughts or feelings known.  

Released – allow a document or piece of information to be 

available.  

Revealed – allow something to be seen.  
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Dear parents 

World Book Day 2020 
 

World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March. At Holly Park we believe that it is very important to 

celebrate this event. We always ask the children to dress up with a book related theme. Over the 

years we have covered a wide variety of themes. 
 

This year our theme is - Make/ decorate a hat representing your favourite book 
 

 

So – this year we want each child to choose a book they like and choose a hat. Then decorate the hat 

with objects, words or pictures that represent the book. 

We hope that you will be as creative as you can and will enjoy working with your child on this 

project. It will be a good chance to talk about the book while you are doing it. 
 

We wanted to give you as much time as possible to think about which book and what you might do.  
 

Here are some ideas: 

              
   Captain               The Hungry caterpillar       Charlie and the            various books 

 Underpants                                                  Chocolate Factory  

                      
 Hamilton’s Hats        Leon and the                 The Gruffalo                  Winnie The Witch 

                                Place Between 
 

The possibilities are endless. Have a good think over half term and be as creative as you can. Have 

fun! 
 

On World Book Day we will enjoy looking at all of the hats. We will select some of our favourites to 

make a display for the rest of the term. 

 
Ann Pelham 

Headteacher 
 
 
 

mailto:office@hollypark.barnetmail.net


 
 
 
 

World Book Day 

 
Author Visits To Holly Park 

 

We are delighted to be able to tell you that we have two authors coming to 

Holly Park on Thursday 5th March for World Book Day. 
 

 

Reception & Key Stage One – Ned Hartley 
There will be an assembly for Reception, Y1 & Y2 led by Ned Hartley, author of 'The 

Big Book of Dead Things'. This will be 20-30 minutes and then he will come and visit 

the classes afterwards.  He is bringing some activities related to his book for the 

children to complete after the assembly. 

                        
 

Key Stage Two – Holly Rivers 
The assembly for KS2 will be led by Holly Rivers, author of 'Demelza and the Spectre 

Detectors'.  This will be about 1 hour and will be an interactive session that involves 

looking at the spooky themes of the book, a bit of spell-casting, and a talk about how 

she created the characters. 

                
 

Both authors will also be in the hall after school selling and 

signing copies of their books for that day only. 
Hard Back Copy of The Big Book Of The Dead - £12.00 

Paperback copy of Demelza and the Spectre Detectors - £6.99 

Payment by: cash, cheques payable to  The Children's Bookshop or by 

credit/debit card 



 
 

           The Holly Park Appeal  
 

Dear parents, 

For several years now I have been concerned about 180 junior children lining up so close together in the 

playground and more importantly going through one small entrance into the old junior building to hang their 

coats up in a small space before going into their classrooms.  This is a less than ideal situation that happens 5 

times every school day. 
 

The solution is quite straight forward: 

 Extend the playground down the side of the junior building and into the car park enabling the existing 

external door in current Mulberry Class to be used as an access point   

 Knock through another external door from the old Hazel classroom into the existing car park creating 

a second access point 
 

The benefits of this work will mean much less crowding in cloakrooms, safer entry and exits during the day, 

less crowding of parents and children at the start and end of the school day.  
 

The added benefit will mean a larger place space for all of the junior children. 
 

The work has never been undertaken because there is absolutely no way that our annual school budget could 

run to doing this.  
 

Governors and staff have discussed how as a school we can have a co-ordinated approach to fund raising so 

that we can all work together to keep making improvements to the fabric of our school.  A group has been 

formed consisting of staff, governors and PTA members called the ‘Holly Park Appeals Committee.’ The group 

is being led by a parent –and governor John Harte who is the governor with responsibility for Income 

Realisation.                
 

   The Holly Park Appeals Committee is raising funds for improvements to the school facilities  to be  carried out in 

   summer 2020. Aimed at creating a happier, healthier and safer Holly Park, the  works will include: 

 Removing the car park running alongside the side of the junior school building and opening this space to 

children, creating a larger playground space 

 Installing new entrances/exits from the junior building opening onto this newly-created playground space, 

reducing congestion inside and improving emergency exit provision 
 

The estimated cost of the works is £40,000 
 

Today the children had an assembly which in effect launched the Big Holly Park Appeal and explained to them 

what it was all about.  

We would like the children to launch the fundraising by entering a playground design competition 
 

Please look out in the book bags today for the competition design sheet. 
 

Please also look out for a letter today in the book bags and by e-mail for more information about the appeal and 

what you can do to help and support us.  
 

I really hope you will feel that this is an excellent project which will make the school happier, healthier and safer 

for our junior pupils now and for those who will be juniors of the future! 

 

 
       Headteacher 
 
If you would like to get in touch about supporting the Big Holly Park Appeal, or have questions about the 
campaign, please contact John Harte on hollyparkspecialfund@gmail.com or 07812 049209.   

 

mailto:hollyparkspecialfund@gmail.com

