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Bonfire Day Lunch 

On Tuesday 5th November we are having a special Bonfire Night Lunch which consists of: 

Boom burgers with jumping jacket wedges 

Sizzling soya chilli with raging rice 

Bonfire barbecue beans 

Slip stream sliced carrot & banging broccoli 

Super nova salad bar 

Catherine wheel cookies (Chocolate & Vanilla) 

fruit platter 

If your child normally has a packed lunch but you would like them to have this special Bonfire lunch – please let Miss 

Hounslow know in advance. 

                             
Attendance 

At Holly Park we monitor attendance regularly. Our attendance is also monitored by school governors and the Local 

Authority. Attendance at school is extremely important for all children so that they can achieve as well as possible. 

Attendance is now part of safeguarding procedures. The government expectation is that attendance for each pupil should 

not fall below 95% and ideally should be 96% or above. Ofsted also scrutinize attendance and our recent report was very 

positive stating that: ‘Attendance is above average and the school is prompt in checking on the reasons for any absences. 

Pupils are encouraged to attend regularly and on time.’ 

Research shows that children with - 

 Below 90% attendance, children have less chance of academic success than their peers 

 Below 80% attendance there is serious concern about their academic success 

As part of our safeguarding procedures we regularly monitor pupil attendance. We have noticed that some pupils’ 

attendance dips before or after a school holiday. We adhere to the Barnet Educational Welfare Officer’s guidance on 

term time absences around holidays. If a child is absent in the week before or after a school holiday then families will 

need to provide evidence to show that students were NOT on holiday. If such evidence cannot be produced then a 

fixed penalty notice can be issued by the Borough of Barnet. Also, please be aware that when we call mobile phones to 

ask about absence we do get an international dialling tone if you are abroad. 
 

 

Parent Evening – Booking appointments 

We will again be operating the much more efficient parent consultation booking system this year for parents with 

children in Y1 to Y6.  Dates for consultations have already been advertised. You will receive a text message next 

Monday through our normal text messaging system telling you that you can book online via a link. Sign up will begin at 

8am on Monday 4th November. The system is a first come first served system so you will need to be prompt in 

booking. You will be able to choose a 10 minute slot from the remaining spaces. Obviously parents with 2 or more 

children will have to book for each teacher separately. As a school we will then simply print off the bookings for each 

teacher. You will be able to change booking times if you need to BUT please be advised that this will only be possible if 

there are slots available. So please select your chosen time carefully.  
 

NON STOP ACTION FOOTBALL FOR RECEPTION AUTUMN TERM 2019 

Football sessions for Reception children only are Monday 3:30-4:30pm. The price from 4th Nov to 2nd Dec is £30 (5 

weeks) The quickest and easiest method is to book online! Register at: www.NonStopAction.co.uk 

  

http://www.nonstopaction.co.uk/


Diary Dates 
Monday 4th November         Parent online sign up for parent 

consultations at 8am 

Monday 4th November         Y5 School Journey meeting at 

9am 

Tuesday 5th November          Juniper Class assembly at 9am 

Tuesday 5th November          Bonfire Lunch 

Tuesday 5th November         KS1 Book Look for parents at 

3.45pm 

Wednesday 6th November     Y1 Expectations meeting for 

parents at 9am 

Thursday 7th November        Individual Photographs 

Thursday 7th November       KS2 Book Look for parents 

Friday 8th November              House Challenge 

Monday 11th November         Anti-Bullying Week 

Wednesday 13th November  Y3 workshop for parents & 

children 9am 

Thursday 14th November     Y2 maths workshop for children 

and parents at 9am 

Friday 15th November           Y4 PTA Cake Sale  

Tuesday 19th November        Maple Class assembly at 9am 

Wednesday 20th November Parent Consultations for Y1 & 

Y2 2.30-330 

Thursday 21st November     Parent Evening for Y1& 2 3.45-

8pm 

Thursday 21st November     Parent Evening for Y3-6 2.30- 

8pm 

Friday 22nd November          INSET DAY 

Tuesday 26th November        Mulberry Class assembly at 9am 

Wednesday 4th December   Candlelight Concert at 6.30pm 

Saturday 7th December          PTA Winter fair 

Tuesday 10th December         Nursery drop in for new 

children 4-5pm 

Wednesday 11th December  Christmas Lunch 

Friday 13th December           Nativity Dress Rehearsal 

Friday 13th December           Y5 and Y6 parties 

Monday 16th December        Y3 Nativity at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 17th December          Y3 Nativity at 6.30pm 

Tuesday 17th December         Y1 and Y2 parties 

Wednesday 18th December   Y3 and Y4 parties 

Wednesday 18th December  EYFS parties 

Thursday 19th December     Term ends at 1.30pm 

 

Fixed Penalty Notices for unauthorised absence 

Please see the notice attached which Barnet LA have asked 

all Headteachers to share with parents.  
 

School Photographs 

The school photographer will be here on 7th November to 

take individual and sibling photographs. If you have not 

returned your permission form your child/children will not 

be able to have their photograph taken. Also, if you have 

ticked no school photographs on the form, your 

child/children will not have their photograph taken. If you 

are not sure, please check with the school office well 

before the day of photographs.  

    

Attendance and Punctuality Winners for the Week 

Winners of 

Punctuality parrot 

 

 

Y4 Sycamore 

Winners of 

Attendance 

Alligator  

Y4 Mulberry 

Y4 Sycamore 

Y6 Beech 
 

 

Housepoints for this week  

Griffin 315 points 

Hydra 305 points 

Dragon 263 points 

Phoenix 241 points 

Unicorn 214 points 

Well Done  Griffin 

 

Music News 
Barnabas Choir: Wednesdays at 3:30-4:30. Remaining 

Barnabas Choir date for the term: November 6th - FULL CHOIR. 

Infant Choir: Remaining Infant Choir date for this term: 

November 5th.  

Barnabas and Infant Choirs join together for our annual 

‘Candlelight Concert’ on Weds. December 4th at 6:30 p.m. 

Ticket details to follow. On the school website there are word 

documents and mp3 files for many of the songs we will be 

performing at the concert. Navigate to: ‘Holly Park Primary School 

Music and Choirs’ and you will find a link to our Music Blog. 

‘Shoshone Love Song’: Any dads (and granddads) who wish to sing 

this song should learn the bass part – the lowest note is C, so it 

should be accessible for tenors as well as basses and baritones. 

‘Hope of Heaven’ will be an optional song – to be sung by any of 

our Year 6 members of the choir who wishes to learn the song. 
 

Our News Discussion Picture Of The Week 

Is it ever acceptable to intervene with nature? 
Antarctica's Emperor penguin’s future is in danger over the course 

of the next 80 years if the climate warms as expected. The birds 

raise their young on sea-ice and if much of this disappears as is 

predicted, then it's likely to reduce the numbers quite 

considerably.  One documentary team filming the birds made a 

decision to dig an escape ramp in deadly cold temperatures to 

save a group of penguins trapped with their young, who it’s likely 

would have perished without any help. 

 
This Week’s Useful Vocabulary (linked to the above)  

Climate – the weather conditions that are generally typical of a 

place.  

Documentary – a film, television or radio programme that 

shows real events or provides information about something.  

Intervene – Become involved in or try to change a situation.  

Predict – Say or estimate that something will happen in the 

future.  

                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                  
 



 
 

Education Welfare Team  
  

Penalty Notices for School Attendance Issues  
  

Guide for Parents 2019-20  
  

The Education (Penalty Notices) (England) Regulations 2007 and subsequent 
amendments give the Education Welfare Team the power to issue fixed-penalty notices to parents 

at the request of head teachers.  Most penalty notices are issued for holidays or other personal 

events for which permission has either not been given or has not been requested.  

The Supreme Court of the United Kingdom made clear on 6 April 2017 that parents must ensure 

their children’s regular attendance, and comply with term dates, pointing to the disruption to class 

management caused by individual parents taking their own children out of school.  

The circumstances in which a penalty notice can be issued are as follows  

1 Absence without the school’s or academy’s permission,   
Includes holidays, visiting relatives, birthdays, day trips, shopping, or any other matter 

considered unexceptional.    

  

2 Unauthorised lateness to school  
Six unauthorised lates in any four-week period.  

  

3 Casework by EWT, school or academy  
Some parents are issued with penalty notices following a Court Assessment Meeting 

instead of being taken to court for their child’s poor attendance.  

  

4 Inadequate parental supervision of excluded pupil  
If your child is excluded, you must ensure he or she is at home or under your supervision 

in public.    

  

Parents should  
  

• Follow the school’s attendance policy  

• Make a request for leave of absence in good time so that it can be considered  

• Make travel arrangements AFTER permission has been given  

• Keep all travel documents and invoices to account for delays or disruptions  

• Make sure that they obtain medical evidence if their child is ill in the periods 

either side of an official school holiday  

• Ensure they can be contacted by school during periods of illness  

• Understand that, if school or Education Welfare staff visit the family home and 

the child is not there when reportedly too ill to attend school, a penalty notice 

will be issued.    
  

  

Disputing a penalty notice.  
  

There is no right of appeal for parents in the Regulations, but the Local Authority will examine any 

evidence provided that shows that a mistake has been made.    

  

Recipients are advised to contact the Education Welfare Team by e-mail or in writing, using 

contact details on the front of the invoice if challenging the penalty notice.  



  

Penalty notices can only be withdrawn if they are issued in error or there are exceptional 

circumstances that common law would accept. The Local Authority must refund any payments made 

in respect of a wrongly-issued penalty notice.  Parents entitled to a refund must provide evidence of 

their bank account for the transfer of funds.  

  

Parents with a credible claim not to have received a penalty notice may have the original replaced by a 

new notice, allowing time to pay the initial, lower, amount.  Generally, however, a notice issued by 

second-class post is deemed to have been received within three to four days.  

Legal information  

  

A parent is defined by Section 576 of the Education Act 1996 is any natural parent, person with 

Parental Responsibility under the Children Act 1989 or a person with whom the child lives and who 

looks after the child, irrespective of his or her relationship with the child.  

  

All parents whose children attend a maintained school or academy in Barnet are subject to the rules 

in respect of penalty notices.  
  

You can be issued a maximum of 3 penalty notices each in respect of the same child in any calendar 

year.   

  

Each penalty notice is £60 if paid within the early-payment period, up to the 21st day after issue, rising 

to £120 up to the 28th day.  If the notice remains unpaid the Local Authority prosecutes the parent in 

the Magistrates’ Court for a non-attendance offence under The Education Act 1996, section 444, not 

for non-payment of the penalty notice.  If found guilty, parents have a criminal record, are liable to a 

fine of up to £1000, and may have to pay costs to the Local Authority.    

  

If you pay a penalty notice, you cannot be pursued legally for the same period of evidence.   

  

As with prosecution in a magistrates’ court, penalty notices can only apply to offences relating to a 

child of statutory school age enrolled at a maintained school or a Pupil Referral Unit (PRU).  

  
 


